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from the Revolutionary War to the Persian
Gulf, and their keen sense of social justice
made them among the first and most effec-
tive voices for labor reform. Generations of
Irish Americans entered public service to
reach out to those in need—to feed the poor,
find jobs for the unemployed, fight for racial
equality, and champion social reform.

The United States continues to draw
strength and vision from our multicultural,
multiracial society. As we celebrate Saint Pat-
rick’s Day once again, we remember with
special pride the gifts of Irish Americans:
faith in God, lilt and laughter, love of family
and community, and an unswerving commit-
ment to freedom and justice that continues
to enrich our nation.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

Proclamation 7073—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1998
March 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Protecting the well-being of our children

must always be our highest priority as a peo-
ple and as a Nation. Innocent and vulnerable,
children are eager to explore the world
around them, and in our society today, where
every home is filled with potentially dan-
gerous chemicals, this can put our children
at grave risk. According to the American As-
sociation of Poison Control Centers, over one
million children are exposed each year to po-
tentially deadly medicines and household
chemicals—a danger we must not, and need
not, tolerate.

Since the first observance of National Poi-
son Prevention Week 36 years ago, the num-
ber of children who have died each year from
accidental poisonings has dropped dramati-
cally, from 450 in 1962 to 29 in 1995. This
remarkable progress is due in part to the
dedicated efforts of the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission, the Poison Pre-
vention Week Council, and our Nation’s poi-
son control centers. Nevertheless we still

have much work to do if we are to prevent
even a single child from suffering or dying
due to poisoning. Because poisonings are al-
most always preventable, there are simple,
practical steps we can take to protect our
children: use child-resistant packaging cor-
rectly; keep toxic materials locked up and out
of the reach of children; and, if a poisoning
does occur, call a poison control center im-
mediately.

This year, the focus of National Poison
Prevention Week is the danger posed by pes-
ticides, which are involved in the poisonings
of thousands of young children each year.
While the Environmental Protection Agency
requires that most pesticides be in child-re-
sistant packaging, it is up to parents and care-
givers to make sure that these materials and
other household chemicals and medicines
are kept locked up and out of the reach of
children. By taking a few moments to read
labels and store pesticides properly, we can
avoid a lifetime of regret.

To encourage the American people to
learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take responsible preventive
measures, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation designating the third
week of March of each year as ‘‘National Poi-
son Prevention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 15, through
March 21, 1998, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week by participating in appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and by learn-
ing how to protect our children from poisons.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:18 a.m., March 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 16.
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Proclamation 7074—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1998
March 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, as we mark the 177th anniver-

sary of the advent of Greece’s struggle for
independence, we celebrate with the Hel-
lenic Republic and recognize the close ties
that have long existed between Greece and
the United States. Through two centuries,
our nations have enjoyed a strong and endur-
ing friendship. For more than half a century,
we have stood together in NATO, modern
history’s most successful alliance.

Our bonds are deeper still, however, for
we are joined by blood, culture, and a pro-
found commitment to shared values. Greek
ideals of democracy and freedom inspired
our Nation’s founders and breathed life into
America’s experiment with democratic self-
government. Generations of Greek Ameri-
cans have enriched every aspect of our na-
tional life—in the arts, sciences, business,
politics, and sports. Through hard work, love
of family and community, steadfast commit-
ment to principle, and a deep love of liberty,
they have contributed greatly to the prosper-
ity and peace we enjoy today.

The bonds between America and Greece,
in fact, have never been stronger than they
are today. We are partners in the effort to
find a lasting, peaceful solution in the Bal-
kans and to build an enlarged NATO that
will enhance our common security. As our
two nations prepare for the challenges and
possibilities of the new millennium, we look
forward to building on the partnership so that
the seeds of democracy we have nurtured to-
gether for so long will bear fruit in a bright
future not only for ourselves, but for our
global community.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1998,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day

of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:18 a.m., March 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 16.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Senator Ernest Hollings
March 12, 1998

Thank you very much. First of all, on be-
half of Senator and Mrs. Hollings, myself,
and all the southerners present at this din-
ner—[laughter]—I want to thank Esther
Coopersmith for serving okra and cornbread.
I don’t know what the rest of you thought
about it, but I felt good about it. [Laughter]

Esther, I thank you for your friendship to
me and to Fritz and Peatsy, and for opening
your home and bringing your whole family
together; especially thank you for Connie,
who’s done such wonderful work for me.

Don’t you love to hear Fritz Hollings talk?
You know, one night back in 1985—this is
a true story—I was a lowly Governor—
[laughter]—or as my predecessor said, a
Governor of a small Southern State. And I
was sitting at home one night, and I decided
I would do something responsible, so I
flipped on the television, and instead of turn-
ing to HBO, I turned to C–SPAN. And it
was more entertaining than HBO because it
was a roast of Senator Hollings.

One of the speakers was Senator Kennedy,
who commented on Senator Hollings’ cam-
paign in 1984, and said that he was the first
non-English-speaking person ever to serve in
the Senate and a great inspiration to non-
English-speaking Americans everywhere.
[Laughter] And every time some of my
friends get all upset about these English-only
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